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Dear ASQ Member:

On November 22, 2005, President Bush signed into law H.R. 2862, the appropriations bill that includes funding to launch the new nonprofit category of the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award.

This was a great victory for ASQ and for all of our members who support Baldrige, and it was achieved during a difficult appropriations process for Congress.  We were victorious in large part because our legislators heard the messages of support sent by many ASQ members and other individuals and organizations who believe in the value of the Baldrige program.

Now that we are at the end of our long journey to make Baldrige a truly national award, it is time to thank all those in Congress for their support in establishing the category and funding its operation.

Below you will see those Members of Congress we particularly want to thank.  I encourage you to take a few minutes to send a thank-you note to any or all of these legislators—especially if you are one of their constituents.  

Even if your legislators are not among those listed, I urge you to write, and I know that these Members of Congress will appreciate hearing your thanks for their efforts on behalf of this program of nationwide significance.  We want to give a special thanks to those Members who played a particularly important role in supporting the expansion and its funding: Senators McCain, Kennedy, Shelby and Mikulski, and Representatives Miller, Hart, Wolf, Mollohan, Lewis, Boehlert, Gordon, Van Hollen, and Wilson.

Please take the time to personalize and send the attached sample letter, or any form of thank-you letter you wish.  And note that due to significant security delays in congressional mail service, your letters should be telefaxed to the individual congressional offices as indicated.   

Thanks again to all of you who have supported this effort.

Jerry Mairani
President

You are more than welcome to print the following sample letter on your letterhead to write Members of Congress to thank them for making the Malcolm Baldrige Award a truly national award.  You may use this letter as is or modify it to your liking.  Faxing your letter will prevent significant mailing delays due to security.

Again, we want to give a special thanks to those Members who played a particularly important role supporting the expansion.
Special Thanks To:

Representatives:




    Senators:



    
     Fax #:





Fax #:
Brad Miller (NC): 
      202/225-0181
John McCain (AZ): 

202/228-2862

Melissa Hart (PA):
      202/226-2274
Patrick Kennedy (RI): 

202/225-3290

Frank R. Wolf (VA):
      202/225-0437
Richard C. Shelby (AL): 

202/224-3416

Alan Mollohan (WV):            202/225-7564
Barbara Mikulski (MD): 

202/224-8858

Jerry Lewis (CA): 
      202/226-6962

Sherwood Boehlert (NY):     202/225-1891
Bart Gordon (TN)
      202/225-6887

Chris Van Hollen (MD)
      202/225-0375

Heather Wilson (NM)
      202/225-4975


Senators:




    Fax #:





Fax #:
Judd Gregg (NH): 
    202/224-4952
Pete Domenici (NM): 

202/228-3261

Ted Stevens (AK):
    202/224-2354
Mitch McConnell (KY): 
 
202/2242499

Sam Brownback (KS):       202/228-1265
  
Christopher Bond (MO): 
202/224-8149

Daniel Inouye (HI): 
    202/224-6747
Kay Bailey Hutchison (TX): 
202/224-0776

Patrick Leahy (VT): 
    202/224-3479
Herbert Kohl (WI): 

202/224-9787

Patty Murray (WA): 
    202/224-0238
Tom Harkin (IA): 

202/224-9369

Byron Dorgan (ND):
    202/224-1193



Representatives:




    Fax #:





Fax #:

Charles Taylor (NC):
     202/226-6422
Mark S. Kirk (IL): 
            202/2250837

Dave Weldon (FL): 
     202/225-3516
Ray LaHood (IL): 

202/225-9249

Virgil H. Goode (VA):          202/225-5681
John Culberson (TX): 

202/2254381

Rodney Alexander (LA):     202/225-8490
Jose Serrano (NY): 

202/225-6001

Bud Cramer (AL): 
     202/225-4392
Chaka Fattah (PA):

202/225-5392

Please contact ASQ’s Washington consultant, Amy Kimball (akimball@selleryinc.com) with any questions and please email her a copy of the letter you send.  Thank you for your help!

The Honorable (first and last name):

U.S. House of Representatives – or, United States Senate

Washington, DC  20515 (for House) or 20510 (for Senate)

Dear Representative (last name) – or, Dear Senator (last name):

Thank you for your continued support for the Baldrige National Quality Program, and its recent expansion to include the funding contained in H.R. 2862 for the new category of nonprofits.  In a time when funding is tight, I appreciate your recognition and support of this important program which improves the lives of all Americans.

Because of your foresight in establishing and funding the nonprofit category of the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award, all companies and organizations across our country will now be able to apply for, and benefit from, this rigorous program.

The return on the investment will be immeasurable.  Until now, only business, health care, and educational institutions were able to benefit from the application of the Baldrige criteria while competing for the nation’s most prestigious award for performance excellence.  The nonprofit sector performs many worthwhile functions that enhance the public good.  Now that the nonprofit category has been added, not only do these additional organizations benefit, but everyone affected by their increased performance does too. 

Sincerely,

Name

Address










